Veteran learns to
paint left-handed
after a stroke

BY JOHN BULGER
jbulger@journalnet.com

POCATELLO — When
Max Quigley retired from
his job at the Idaho Na-
tional Laboratory after
35 years, he was allowed

to indulge full-time in his |

passion for painting.

Max and his wife, Don-
na, moved from Idahe
Falls to Virginia City,
Mont., a place they had
grown to love after fre—
quent visits.

“We had been golng up
there for years to the arts

festival. We just liked the .

place,” he said.

The fates were unkind -

to Max. In 1997, two years
after his retirement, he
was- felled by a massive
stroke. He spent a year
Jjust trying to relearn how
to walk. His right leg and
arm still sport braces and
are mostly inert.

Max had always been
artistic.

“I'd always kind of
doodled around with pen
and ink,” he said. .

In 1985, Max took an
art class in Idaho Falls.
He was hooked. His new
medium of choice was
oils. _

“I really liked it,” he
said.

The loss of function of
his right side effectively
doomed his ability to par-
ticipate in his painting hob-
by. In 1996, the daily rigors
of care and advancing age
necessitated that Max, a
U.S. Army veteran, move
to the Idaho State Veterans
Home in Pocatello.

“My wife really
couldn’t take care of me,”
he said.
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Max Qulgley, a resulent of the Idaho State Veterans Home in Pocatello, displays ons of his
watercolors. Quigley, who had to learn to paint {eft-handed after a stroke, recentiy had six of his
works dlsp!ayed at the Marshall Public Library in Pocatelfo. .
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took to it 11ke a duck to.
well, water.
“I tried it on paper,” he

To see video of this story,
visit our Web site.

said. “I seem to do better
on boards.”

The walls of his room
are adeorned with nu-
merous canvases. They

includes seascapes, one

with a surfer riding a
mean curl. Another por-
trays a lighthouse under
siege by high seas. There
are numerous landscapes
of mountaing which bear
resemblance to the sharp
relief of the Tetons. Max
also has works crafted in
pencil, pen and ink and

acrylics. The plctures
alternate beétween .crisp
portrayals to more flow-
ing works in his water-
colors.

Donna now l1ves in Boi-
se, close to her children.
She visits Max regularly.
In the meantime, Max
fills his time plying his
renewed love of paint-
ing. Six of his works have
been on display at the
Mayshall Public Library.

Despite his disability,
there is no question of
what’s being portrayved
in his paintings, although
he decided to forege por-
traits after they failed to
turn out to his standards.

“T'm not much inte ab-
stracis,” Max said
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